QUARTERLY UPDATE – Q3 2020
BOARD CHAIR'S NOTE
Hello fellow alumnus,
My hope for each and every one of you is that this letter finds you
and yours safe and well during this unprecedented time.
I can only speak for myself when I say I am so ready for this
most bizarre, "pivotal" year to be over. Pivot is a word I've heard
over and over. So, I'd just like to pivot into post-COVID times, are
you with me?
While the World has been experiencing some strange and challenging times (some more than
others) WHLI has continued to adapt and work through all the stay at home, wear your mask
orders. WHLI has pivoted to provide virtual class days for the time being and continues to bring
excellent speakers, content, and virtual connections to the table.
In other news, this year's fundraising events have changed as well. We are moving to an online
auction format in replacement of Zest in the West and really need your help to secure auction
items for those who are able. We are also in the fluid planning stages of a Chili cook-off for this
fall to help bridge the gap of funds raised at the past Zest in the West auction.
WHLI remains strong, and we can only do it with your support!

— Amber Griffin

Do You Know Any Good Candidates?

WHLI has begun recruitment for the 2021 class. Do you have a friend or colleague who wants to explore
West Houston, learn about community leadership, or network with other business professionals? If you
answered yes, please take a moment to complete the referral form or send your candidate's email
address to nharris@whli.net. I would love to reach out and invite your nominee to one of our upcoming
information sessions. The application deadline is December 7, 2020.
Upcoming WHLI Information Sessions- All sessions are held via Zoom from 5:00pm-6:00pm
July 29th
August 26th
September 30th
October 28th
November 11th

Save the Date
WHLI Alumni Social
Thursday, August 20th, 2020 (New Date)
5:00pm-6:00pm via Zoom
Registration information will be sent out next
month.
We hope to see you there!

2019 Alumni Social

WHLI's 1st Annual Chili Cook-Off
Saturday, October 24th, 2020
1:00pm-4:00pm
Location: TBD
Do you make the best chili ever? If you believe
your chili is worth talking about and you want
fellow alumnus to know just how good it is, then
save the date for October 24th, and show us what
you got.
Additional details are forthcoming.

WHLI Alumni Breakfast
Wednesday, November 12th, 2020 -New Date
8:00am-9:30am
Norris Conference Center
Tickets will go sale in October
Honoree: Jeannie Bollinger
Special Guest:
Jon Villanti, CISSP
SVP, Director of Information Security
Allegiance Bank

2019 Alumni Breakfast

WHLI Online Auction
November 12th -November 16th -New Date

2018 Alumni Social

Right in time for the holidays, WHLI is
having its first online auction. We will have
destination packages holiday baskets, great
gifts for the kids, and other exceptional
items. You don't want to miss this, so mark
your calendar.

If you want to help us plan this event or donate any of the items on our wish list, please contact a
member of the fundraising committee.
Fundraising Committee:
Amanda Blanch-amanda.g.blanch@gmail.com
Amber Griffin-agriffin@cbunited.com
Connie Inman-sbinman77077@aol.com
Connie Reyna-admin@whli.net
Nicole Harris-nharris@whli.net
Wish List for Auction
Luxury Items
Jewelery
Wine Basket
Bicycles
Trampolines
Backyard play items for kids
Electronics
Gift Cards
Play Station 4
Nintendo Switch
Virtual Cooking Class
RV Rental
Gun Range
Golf Package
Home gym equipment
Christmas Wreaths
Honey Baked Ham Gift Card

ALUMNI PROFILE: MICHELE BUA, CLASS OF 2017
Michele Bua is the owner of Bua's Bistro
What did you gain from your WHLI experience?
Two of my most significant gains from WHLI were community
involvement and being educated on what living in West Houston
was all about. I had the chance to extend relationships beyond
where I was at the time. I have met some beautiful people through
the program.

What was your most memorable WHLI experience?
I really can't name just one. I loved going behind the scenes and
learning about details that I would not have otherwise known if I had
not been in the program. Our field trips, meeting the CEO's of

hospitals, and visiting places like TransStar were all memorable.

What civic activities are you involved in now?
I am a member of Networking in Action and Women Driving Business

Tell me about your business, Bua's Bistro?
Bua's Bistro is a full-service catering company. We work with groups small and large, including festivals,
corporate lunch & learns, family-style pre-packaged meals, or individual meals. We have online ordering
available and really work with our clients to customize their meals. My food is truly loved at first bite.
What do you love about your profession?
I love making people happy and expressing who I am through my food. I truly enjoy what I do and have a
passion for this industry.

What is your favorite place in West Houston?
One of my favorite spots in West Houston is Karbach's brewery. I love the atmosphere and style.
Do you have any final words for your WHLI family?
Thank you for your support during this difficult time. I appreciate everyone of you.

WHLI ALUMNI ON THE MOVE
Several WHLI alumni have joined area boards in recent months, underscoring the importance of
graduates' participation in community organizations. Let us know what you are doing in your
community - send an email and a photo to nharris@whli.net.

Dave Gilkeson (Class of 2004), Chief Operating
Officer, Westchase District, is the Board Chair
for the Houston West Chamber of Commerce.

James Shaddix (Class of 2018) Retired,
Pennzoil-Quaker State Company is a member
the Spring Branch Family Development Center
and Spring Branch Education Foundation board
of directors.

THANK YOU ALUMNI
Thank you, alumni, for your continued support of The West Houston Leadership Institute. Thank you for
volunteering on committees, serving on nonprofit boards, and making a difference in West Houston.
Wherever you are, WHLI is there also, making a difference.
We are truly living in an uncertain time. Now more than ever, we need your help and are asking our
alumni to pay their alumni dues or make a meaningful contribution to WHLI. Your dues help us
accomplish our mission and continue to have a positive impact in West Houston. We could not do it
without your help.
Annual Membership Dues are $100.00 and give you access to the following benefits:
Business listed in the online alumni business directory for 1 year
Complimentary access to the class day session of your choice
Access to our alumni portal
Thank you to all of our alumni who have paid their 2020 alumni dues
Edward Washington Jr
Kim Montgomery
Noel Lezama
Mike Mallon
Dale Konieck
Michelle Bua
Laura De La Rosa
Linda Hampton
Sie Allen
Al Zintek
Cynthia Fronterhouse
Kari Werner
Jeannie Bollinger
Kathy Anzivino
Ken Arnold
Carmelo Maruo
Bill Thorne
Connie Inman
Ignacio Pujol
Please click on the link below to pay your alumni dues and thank you. # Keep Pushing Forward
Alumni Dues
Warm Regards,
Nicole Harris

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

ABOUT
The West Houston Leadership Institute (WHLI) is a 10-month program structured to engage
leaders – and future leaders – in the issues of the day. The program opens with an overnight
retreat outside of Houston, designed to remove participants from their everyday routines so they
can fully focus of identifying what’s good – and not so good – in West Houston. Over the course
of the next nine months, class members attend half-day sessions built around specific topics of
concern, including core areas of demographics and diversity, education, health care, public safety,
transportation, and energy. Typically an alumnus of the program puts together the class session,
working with program facilitator Joni Goodman.
Class members also take “deep dives” into the community and issues through learning journeys –
self-organized expeditions that expose individuals to parts of West Houston they may never have
experienced. Learning journeys are an integral part of the program, and have included forays into
Spring Branch, Alief, the Chinese community, the Muslim community and the Korean community,
among others.
Class enrollment is limited to 30 senior leaders or business owners from the West Houston
community. WHLI, a 501(c)(3), is governed by a volunteer board of directors and is supported by
our program facilitator, Joni Goodman, a part-time administrative assistant and a part-time
Executive Director. Funding generally comes from individual dues, sponsorships and an auction at
the annual Zest in the West event.

Executive Director

Board of Directors

Lifetime Fellows

Nicole Harris

Kathleen Anzivino
Houston Community
College - NW

Sherra Aguirre

Joni Goodman, LLC

John Bolen
M.D. Gibson & Associates

Jeannie Bollinger

Officers

Connie Inman
Retired iHeart Radio

Facilitator

Chair:
Amber Griffin
Griffin Realty Partners
Vice Chair:
Rodney Nabors
Allegiance Bank

Treasurer:
Kristie Sellers
Sellers Strategic Solutions

Ken Arnold

Rusty Graham
Doi Heckler

Sheree Speck
Speck Insurance &
Financial Services PLCC

Freddy Hurst

Kari Werner
Houston West Chamber
of Commerce

Carmelo Mauro

Fran Will

Judith O'Connor
Jon Strange
Richard Harris

Chair Emeritus:
Jeannie Bollinger
Houston West Chamber
of Commerce
Secretary:
Cynthia Fronterhouse
Nimmons & Fronterhouse, PC

West Houston Leadership Institute
832-995-2395| admin@whli.net | whli.net
STAY CONNECTED WITH US ON SOCIAL MEDIA






