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BOARD CHAIR'S NOTE
Can you even believe its 2020? Where has the time gone? 2019
was an exciting year for WHLI! We grew our online presence,
updated the website, and created an online business directory
for our alumni. We had our first Alum breakfast, which was a
huge success. Don't worry; if you missed it last year, we are
planning another one for the fall. We created several new
committees to assist us with strengthening our program,
identifying new sponsors, and engaging our alumni. If you are
interested in joining our sponsorship, program, or alumni
engagement committee, please contact Nicole.

We are very proud of our enthusiastic facilitator Joni Goodman (4th year), and the work she is
doing with our classes! Our new Executive Director, Nicole Harris, has been with us for about 15
months. She has done an excellent job creating new processes and expanding community
awareness of who we are. She is forward-thinking, proactive, and we are so happy to have her.
Connie Reyna ( 3 years) and her back office support have kept the board on track for our commitment
to improving the WHLI experience and pursuit of excellence. I truly feel we have a smooth, well “oiled”
board, employees, committee members, and volunteers dedicated to helping WHLI have an impactful
footprint in West Houston.
 
And thanks for all YOU do for WHLI. Your participation and support keeps us strong.

— Amber Griffin

ALUMNI PROFILE: DESTRY DOKES, CLASS OF 2016

Dr. Destry Dokes is the Executive Director of the new San
Jacinto 57-acre campus at Generation Park in Northeast
Harris County.

What did you gain from your WHLI experience? 
I gained a great deal from my WHLI experience. Some of
the things that stand out were the sense of camaraderie
among fellow alumnus, a greater understanding of the
community in which I operated, and the dynamics of West
Houston through the people I met and places I visited
during the program.

What did you like most about your WHLI experience?
I liked that it was a designated time to focus on who we are as a



community and talk about issues relevant to West Houston.

What civic activities are you involved in now? 
I am on the Alief YMCA advisory board and a member of
the sponsorship committee for WHLI.

What are some of your hobbies?
I love physical fittness; I think it is so important to exercise
regularly. I also enjoy hunting, fishing, and listening to good
music. However, my favorite past time is facilitating
leadership development training.

What's your favorite spot in West Houston? 
One of my favorite spots in West Houston is City Center. I love
the energy.

WHLI ALUMNI ON THE MOVE

Several WHLI alumni have joined area boards in recent months, underscoring the importance of
graduates' participation in community organizations. Let us know what you are doing in your
community - send an email and a photo to nharris@whli.net

Connie Inman (Class of 2015), Recently retired
from iHeartMedia, has joined the WHLI Board
of Directors.

Rodney Nabors (Class of 2018) Executive Bank
Office President with Allegiance Bank, has
recently joined the WHLI Board of Directors.

Kari Werner (Class of 2019), President of The West Houston Chamber of Commerce, has recently
joined the WHLI Board of Directors.



SAVE THE DATE

Thursday, February 13
Education Session (open to current alumni donors)

March - No Session- Learning Journeys

Thursday, April 9
Demographic Session (open to current alumni
donors)

HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR AUGUST ALUMNI SOCIAL AT
CHURRASCOS



HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR ALUMNI BREAKFAST AT HCC
CENTER FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP



HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2019 CLASS SERVICE PROJECT

Since 2006, in response to having some of the
lowest child immunization rates in the city, the
SpringBranch Community Health Center
(SBCHC) pulled together community partners
to begin a Back-to-School Health Fair focused
on providing children the immunizations
needed to attend school.

Each year, on average, this SBCHC-led
collaboration enables 800+ children to receive
their immunizations for school, along with
providing access to adult health screenings, a
community organization health fair with
40 vendors, 2000+ backpacks with school
supplies, and most recently, free dental
sealants through the City of Houston Bureau of
Oral Health.

Last year, the class of 2019 assisted with this
historic event and volunteered for three days
during this fair. They helped put up tents,
chairs, signed people up, unloaded trucks, and
did anything they could to make sure the
SpringBranch Community Health Center back-
to-school-healthfair was a success.

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS



Friends of WHLI

Rino Cassinelli, Victor Harris, Mary Grace Landrum & Associates, Sarah Cain

ABOUT
The West Houston Leadership Institute (WHLI) is a 10-month program structured to engage
leaders – and future leaders – in the issues of the day. The program opens with an overnight



retreat outside of Houston, designed to remove participants from their everyday routines so they
can fully focus of identifying what’s good – and not so good – in West Houston. Over the course
of the next nine months, class members attend half-day sessions built around specific topics of
concern, including core areas of demographics and diversity, education, health care, public safety,
transportation, and energy. Typically an alumnus of the program puts together the class session,
working with program facilitator Joni Goodman.

Class members also take “deep dives” into the community and issues through learning journeys –
self-organized expeditions that expose individuals to parts of West Houston they may never have
experienced. Learning journeys are an integral part of the program, and have included forays into
Spring Branch, Alief, the Chinese community, the Muslim community and the Korean community,
among others.

Class enrollment is limited to 30 senior leaders or business owners from the West Houston
community. WHLI, a 501(c)(3), is governed by a volunteer board of directors and is supported by
our program facilitator, Joni Goodman, a part-time administrative assistant and a part-time
Executive Director. Funding generally comes from individual dues, sponsorships and an auction at
the annual Zest in the West event.
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